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Restoration Process Assessment of Roads Based on Near-Real-Time Seismic Records

by

Masaki TSUBOTA*, Mitsufumi HASHIMOTO¥*, Toshikatsu MORI*, Taichi SHIMURA,
Yasuhiro KITAKAMI* and Yuko MURACHI*

In order to rapidly resolve the problem of isolated towns/settlements due the post-earthquake simultaneous damages of roads,

it is important to collect information on damaged roads, identify the sections in priority to be recovered, and assign the recovery

teams as quickly as possible.

However, all necessary information for decision-making of restoration strategy planning wasn’t

supplied enough, such as the Mid-Niigata Earthquake in 2004. In this paper, near-real-time seismic records are utilized to evaluate

the damage of road traffic network in order to supply the information gaps immediately after the huge earthquakes.

And the

time-reduction effect of differences in roads restoration strategies is studied using Multi-Agent Simulation, which is modeling the

virtual space where agents (i.e., recovery teams) will make decision by themselves based on the restoration strategy rules defined

preliminarily. The simulation results indicate that there is relatively-minor reduction of total extrication time if the strategy rule is

given a weight to reduce the total number of rescued people more than same level of a distance for the damaged area.

Key words: Estimation of damage, Disaster recovery, Multi-agent simulation
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Fig.1 Near-real-time disaster damage simulation system
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Table 1 Occurrence rate of fully blocked national roads after the

Mid-Niigata Earthquake in 2004 (JMA: Japan Microphotography Association)

JMA Seismic intensity 5- 5+ 6- over 6+
Rate of fully blocked roads

0.003 | 0.030 | 0.105 0.291
(place/km)
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Fig.4 Estimated spatial distribution of JMA seismic intensity using
K-NET seismic records in the 2004 Mid-Niigata Earthquake
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